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WASHINGTON — Congressman John Carney has asked Joe McDonough, a Wilmington
resident, to join him as his guest for President Obama’s State of the Union address.
McDonough will travel to Washington on Tuesday and attend the speech that evening with
Congressman Carney. 

  

  McDonough started the Andrew McDonough B+ [Be Positive] Foundation to raise money for
childhood cancer after losing his son to leukemia. Andrew McDonough was a 14-year-old
student and athlete at Salesianum High School who lost a courageous battle with the disease in
2007. 

  

   “After the horrific tragedy in Tucson, we were inspired by the heroism of so many victims and
bystanders,” said Congressman Carney. “Across the United States, each and every day, there
are heroes working hard to better the lives of others. That is why I wanted to host Joe
McDonough as my guest at the State of the Union. He is a man whose family has had to deal
with an unspeakable tragedy. But he pulled through and has turned that tragedy into his life’s
mission to help other families struggling with the same set of challenges his family faced -- and
continue to face.”

  

  Since creating the B+ Foundation, Joe has focused on providing financial support to families of
critically ill children, funding medical research for pediatric cancers, and spreading the B+
message to “Live Like Andrew” by “trying your best, showing affection, and being comfortable
with yourself.”  In just three years, the organization has donated almost $400,000 to more than
500 families in 35 states. The B+ Foundation also recently awarded Delaware’s Nemours
Center for Childhood Cancer Research with a grant for $250,000 to enhance the research and
development of new chemotherapy treatments.

  

 1 / 2



Congressman Carney Asks Wilmington Resident to Join Him For President Obama’s State of the Union Address

  “I’m honored to have the chance to go to Washington and hear President Obama’s speech to
the nation,” said McDonough. “I’m looking forward to talking with Congressman Carney and
meeting other members of Congress. I’ll be telling every member I can about the value of
childhood cancer research and how important it is to the families I meet from across America.” 

  

  Andrew McDonough was a popular ‘A’ student and high school athlete whose story has
inspired tens of thousands of people around the country. Andrew’s blood type -- B+ -- was and
continues to be the family’s motto: “Be Positive.” Andrew’s website received more than 1 million
visits in six months after it launched. The entire Wilmington community banded together to
support the family -- and even inspired a bike ride from Oregon to Delaware to raise money for
childhood cancer. Andrew’s father was so motivated by the outpouring of support that he
decided to start the B+ Foundation to ensure that other families facing similar tragedy would
have a positive support network to help them through the process. 

  

    ###  

  

You can find more information about the Andrew McDonough B+ Foundation at 

  

http://www.bepositive.org . 
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